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Hello Fellow CARGO Members, 

 
The next meeting will be held at Napoli’s on Thursday, June 16.   

 
We will meet at Napoli's in Wylie. 
 

Napoli's 
701 N Highway 78 # A 

Wylie, TX 75098 
 
For the dinner portion of the meeting, we will be in the meeting room between 5:45 and 

7:00 for food and fellowship.  The meeting will begin at 7:00 PM and run until about 
9:00. 

 
Under the new Texas Open Carry Law, you could be committing an offence if you 
remove your pistol from its holster while open carrying.  While at Napoli’s DO NOT 

remove your pistol from its holster unless it is an emergency.    
 

Member Don Bridges has volunteered his shop for the meeting.  There are a very limited 
number of chairs at the shop, so please bring a camp chair for the meeting.  We will meet 
there from 7:00 (ish) until 9:00 (ish) 

 
The address is: 

2274 EAST Brown Street in Wylie 
While heading east on Brown Street, it is 1/2 mile past stop sign that's at the intersection 
of Brown Street and Kreymer Lane on the right hand side.   

 
The shop is behind a small white house with a picket fence around the front yard. 

 

 
 

http://www.cargogunclub.org/


 
 
 

Meeting gun topics: 

 Something goes bump in the night, the phone rings and a family member or friend 

asks for your help or the dog barks with that “We’ve got trouble!” tone, what do 
you reach for in an emergency? 

 Have you ever purchased a gun because you saw or borrowed a friends gun?  If 
you shot a magazine through a friend’s gun at the range or talked to someone 
about their firearm and decided that you needed to have one of your own, bring it 

to the meeting. 

 Do you have a backup gun in case your primary gun fails?  If so bring the primary 

gun and back up to the meeting! 
 

 
If you have any suggestions for future speakers or topics please send your feedback to 
CARGO@att.net. 

 
When was the last time you visited our web site?  Please take some time to go to the 

CARGO website at www.cargogunclub.org 
 
  

mailto:CARGO@att.net
http://www.cargogunclub.org/
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Trump on Official Endorsement from NRA: ‘I won’t let 

you down’ 

by JORDAN MICHAELS on MAY 20, 2016 
 

American gun owners wary of Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump—who as 

early as 2000 supported an “assault weapons” ban as well as longer waiting periods for 

gun purchases—received a vote of confidence today from America’s largest gun rights 

group: the National Rifle Association. 

“On behalf of the thousands of patriots in this room, and the five million NRA members 

across this country, and the tens of millions who support us, I’m officially announcing the 

NRA’s endorsement of Donald Trump for president,” said Chris W. Cox, Executive 

Director of the NRA-ILA. “We have to unite, and we have to unite right now,” he said. 

Trump followed the endorsement with a speech designed to both re-assert his support of 

gun rights and remind the pro-Second Amendment community of Hillary Clinton’s 

avowed hatred of the individual right to keep and bear arms. 

“I will not let you down. Remember that. I will not let you down,” he said. “Hillary 

Clinton wants to abolish the Second Amendment. We’re not talking about changing—she 

wants to abolish the Second Amendment. We’re not going to let that happen.” 

Trump jumped back and forth between a pre-written speech and his usual off-the-cuff 

technique. That he ever referred to a script is significant and, according to one report, 

suggests that Trump knows how important the pro-gun community’s support is to his 

continued success. 

“It’s so important to me I wrote it down,” he said, referring to his remarks on gun rights. 
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Trump began by mentioning his sons’ well-known enthusiasm for guns as well as his 

long-time membership in the NRA. 

“My sons have been members of the NRA for many, many years. They have so many 

rifles and so many guns, sometimes even I get a little bit concerned,” Trump joked. 

“They know so much about [firearms], and really they’re surrogates,” he continued. 

“They go around and speak, and every time they speak to a gun organization, people call 

me and they say, ‘You’re boys and great boys and, boy, do they know their business.’ It’s 

one of those things, and that’s just the way we want it.” 

Trump also mentioned the terrorist attacks in Paris and San Bernardino, noting that there 

were “no guns on the other side.” 

“If you would have had guns on the other side, if I took a couple of these folks in here, I 

promise there wouldn’t have been 130 killed and hundreds lying in the hospital, it might 

not have happened.” 

The majority of his remarks on firearms, however, revolved around Hillary Clinton and 

her fight to increase gun control across the country. 

“The Second Amendment is under a threat like never before,” he said. “Crooked Hillary 

Clinton is the most anti-gun, anti-Second Amendment candidate ever to run for office.” 

To “crooked” he added “heartless” and “hypocrite,” noting Clinton’s desire to disarm 

women in high-crime neighborhoods while simultaneously enjoying the benefit of 24/7 

armed security. 

“Americans use guns to defend themselves against violent crime more than a million 

times a year,” he noted. “Heartless hypocrites like the Clintons want to… get rid of guns, 

and yet they have bodyguards who have guns. I think we should… let their bodyguards 

immediately disarm, and let’s see how they feel walking around without the guns on their 

bodyguards.” 



Finally, Trump reminded his audience that the next president will be able to nominate as 

many as five Supreme Court justices over the next four years, which could decide the 

future of gun rights for generations to come. That’s why, according to Trump, “the 

Second Amendment is on the ballot in November.” 

“The only way to save our Second Amendment is to vote for a person that you all know 

named Donald Trump. I will never let you down. I will protect our Second Amendment.” 
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This Is The Gun That Committed The Deadliest Shooting 
In U.S. History 

by Aviva Shen  Jun 12, 2016 4:02 pm  

 

CREDIT: AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File 

In this Thursday, July 26, 2012 file photo, an AR-15 style rifle is displayed at the Firing-Line indoor 

range and gun shop, in Aurora, Colo. 

How was Omar Saddiqui Mateen able to carry out the deadliest massacre by a single gunman in U.S. 
history? By bringing “America’s gun of choice” into a closed and crowded space. 

Orlando police recovered an AR-15-style semiautomatic rifle at Pulse, the gay nightclub that Mateen 
chose as his target. He reportedly bought the AR-15 and a handgun legally within the last few days.  
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Without the semiautomatic rifle, which allows a shooter to fire off many rounds at once without 
reloading, it would have been harder to inflict quite as much damage in such a short period of time. 

The AR-15 is the most popular rifle in the U.S.; there are an estimated 9 million in circulation as of 
2014.  

It was also the gun of choice for the massacres in San Bernardino, California, where 16 people at a 

holiday party were gunned down, at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, where 

26 children and staffers were murdered, and at the movie theater in Aurora, Colorado, where twelve 
were killed. 

The rifle is a favorite in part because it’s highly customizable, the NRA blog notes. It also 
accommodates high capacity magazines that can fire off 100 rounds or more within minutes.  

Another contributing factor to its popularity is the gun lobby’s fearmongering after every mass 

shooting. Though the federal government has never attempted to mass-confiscate guns, the NRA and 

other groups often warn that the government will respond to each shooting by cracking down. As a 
result, assault rifle sales skyrocket in the wake of each attack. 

The NRA claims the rifle is primarily used for hunting, but hunters find the rifles sloppy and 

controversial. The model is actually marketed more toward civilians who want to play war. Colt’s first 

AR-15 model in the 1960s was inspired by civilian interest in the automatic version of the rifle the 
company had sold to the U.S. military as the M16. 

This is how some manufacturers advertise AR-15s: 

 

AR-15 style rifles were once illegal under the federal assault weapons ban, which expired in 2004. 

Evidence is mixed on how effective the ban was at reducing gun violence. However, as a Center for 

American Progress report pointed out, assault weapons like the AR-15 were significantly less 
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regulated than handguns after the ban expired. Since the federal ban expired, some states and cities 
have taken it upon themselves to ban semiautomatic and automatic weapons, though Florida has not.  

Parents of some of the children killed in Newtown recently advanced a lawsuit against the 

manufacturers of the AR-15, arguing that the companies are liable for their loved ones’ deaths because 

they market the gun as a military grade weapon “engineered to deliver maximum carnage with 
extreme efficiency.” 
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Interstate Handgun Transfer Ban Declared 

Unconstitutional by Federal Judge 

by S.H. BLANNELBERRY on FEBRUARY 11, 2015 
 

In what may be a game changer, a federal judge ruled Wednesday that the law that 

prevents federal firearms licensees or gun shop dealers from selling handguns directly to 

residents of another state is unconstitutional “on its face.” 

Represented by The Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms the 

plaintiffs in the case, a Texas gun dealer and two District of Columbia residents argued 

that it violated their Second Amendment rights, among other Constitutionally protected-

rights, to have to transfer the handgun to another FFL in Washington, D.C, before the two 

law-abiding residents would be permitted to possess the handgun. In short, the judge 

agreed. 

U.S. District Court Judge Reed O’Connor of the Northern District of Texas, Fort Worth 

Division, wrote, “(T)he Court finds that the federal interstate handgun transfer ban 

burdens conduct that falls within the scope of the Second Amendment.” 

The judge went on to add, “By failing to provide specific information to demonstrate the 

reasonable fit between this ban and illegal sales and lack of notice in light of the Brady 

Act amendments to the 1968 Gun Control Act, the ban is not substantially related to 

address safety concerns. Thus, even under intermediate scrutiny, the federal interstate 

handgun transfer ban is unconstitutional on its face.” 

Alan Gura, the attorney for the plaintiffs, commented on the nonsensical nature of the 

law. 

“It is bizarre and irrational to destroy the national market for an item that Americans have 

a fundamental right to purchase,” Gura observed. 
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“Americans would never tolerate a ban on the interstate sale of books or contraceptives,” 

he continued. “And Americans are free to buy rifles and shotguns outside their state of 

residence, so long as the dealers respect the laws of the buyer’s home state. We’re 

gratified that the Court agreed that handguns should be treated no differently.” 

CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb echoed those thoughts, “Our lawsuit strikes at the 

heart of a debate that has been ongoing for several years, since the creation of the 

National Instant Check System (NICS). With the advent of the NICS system, it makes no 

sense to perpetuate a ban on interstate transfers of handguns.” 

Whether the Justice Department or the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives will attempt to appeal the decision is not yet clear. If they do (they probably 

will), it will reach the US Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, then perhaps on to the 

Supreme Court. 

In the meantime, a big congratulations to the CCRKBA and the plaintiffs in the case! 
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Federal Judge: ‘CA 10-day waiting period 

unconstitutional’ 

by S.H. BLANNELBERRY on AUGUST 27, 2014 

Gun owners in The Golden State will no longer have to wait 10 days before being 

allowed to pick up a purchased firearm from a licensed dealer should a federal judge’s 

ruling hold up. 

On Monday, U.S. District Court Judge Anthony W. Ishii declared the state’s 10-day 

waiting period for individuals who own guns and previously passed background checks 

unconstitutional. 

“There is no evidence that a ‘cooling off period,’ such as that provided by the 10-day 

waiting period, prevents impulsive acts of violence by individuals who already possess a 

firearm,” wrote Judge Anthony Ishii in his 56-page ruling. 

“A waiting period for a newly purchased firearm will not deter an individual from 

committing impulsive acts of violence with a separate firearm that is already in his or her 

possession,” Ishii continued. 

The judge did, however, make it clear that the ruling in the case known as Silvester v. 

Harris does not cover first-time gun buyers. 

Pro-gun organizations celebrated the decision, hoping that it is a sign that things are 

changing in California. 

“As an individual plaintiff I was ecstatic,” said Brandon Combs, the executive director of 

The Calguns Foundation, which backed the lawsuit, to KCRA News. “It was years and an 

awful lot of work.” 

Combs now has his sights set on California’s one-handgun-per-month restriction. 
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“Under state law, you can only buy one handgun a month,” Combs said. “We think that is 

simply unconstitutional.” 

Though, with respect to the 10-day purchase rule, Combs believes that gun owners are 

not out of the woods just yet as state attorney general Kamala Harris may appeal the 

decision to the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 

“I think that the odds are 50-50 that (Harris) does not appeal and lets the Legislature 

figure out what they want to do,” he said. 

Judge Ishii ruling goes into effect in 180 days, which gives the Legislature time to enact a 

new law that accords with the decision should it want to. 
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Drool-Inducing MicroGun is Alive! 

by S.H. BLANNELBERRY on JUNE 1, 2016 

 

 

The XM556.  Pretty awesome.  Heck, really awesome. (Photo: Empty Shell Defense) 

I know it’s only June, but I’ve already started putting together my Christmas list. Yup. 

I’m planning ahead. This way there’s no hemming and hawing when it comes time to tell 

the jolly fat man in the red suit exactly what it is I want under my holiday tree. 

I want a rotary-barreled machine gun chambered in 5.56mm. Or, more simply put, a 

microgun. 

Okay, you got me. I can’t legally own a microgun as I do not possess the government-

required credentials to own one. But a guy can dream, can’t he? 

Suppose for a minute that I could own a microgun, though. Where would I get one? Well, 

as it turns out I know just the place. Empty Shell Defense is currently in the process of 

fine-tuning their XM556 microgun. I reached out to Brian Abbott, the Lead 
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Designer/Engineer for just a bit more information on this badass firearm.  Here is what he 

said: 

I started designing the XM556 as an answer for a small light weight weapon system with 

extreme rate of fire. Back in the 60’s, G.E. made a lightweight 5.56mm electric galling 

gun (XM215). They only made 10, and it never saw production. In 2011 General 

Dynamics tired to bring it back but that only lasted a year. 

In mid 2013 I decided to bring an updated design to market. I redesigned the gun from 

ground up making improvements to known areas of issues as I went. 

Today we have the smallest, lightest Electric Gatling Gun design. It is smaller and lighter 

than the FN M249 Saw. With over 4x’s the firepower. We have already gained attention 

from several Military and government agencies. 

Pretty neat, huh?  You can see some more photos and videos on the Empty Shell 

Intagram page. 
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KORWIN: The Guns-Are-Dangerous Myth 

by ALAN KORWIN on JUNE 1, 2016 

 

 

Alan Korwin, visit his website GunLaws.com. 

“I wouldn’t want a gun in my house,” said the nervous frail suburban housewife, speaking 

to her daughter’s grade school teacher, who was nodding vigorous agreement. “It’s 

dangerous.” 

This widely believed myth has kept more people gunless and defenseless, removed from 

the protection and safety that 60 million armed households enjoy, than any other myth 

cataloged so far in this series. 

Like so many of these myths, it is enormously appealing because it has that subtle and 

seductive error of logic that on first glance grabs hold (the fallacy of selective evidence). 
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Fortunately, on a cool, clear-minded second look, the shimmering deception unravels and 

inner truth reveals itself. 

Of course having a gun in your home is dangerous. It’s supposed to be dangerous. That’s 

why so many American homes safely keep their homes armed. Keeping firearms in the 

grand American tradition wouldn’t be any good, wouldn’t serve it’s intended purpose, if 

firearms weren’t deadly dangerous. That’s the whole point. That’s why you keep a 

dangerous stove. Because it has value. 

Have we so lost sight of our roots and values that this isn’t immediately evident to any 

person who thinks themselves a citizen? Guns are dangerous so they can provide 

immediate protection from danger and evil. 

Guns are dangerous? Knives are dangerous. Going about terrified that guns are dangerous 

is like going about terrified that knives are sharp. Of course they’re sharp, the more 

dangerously sharp the better. Same for guns. Guns are safe. Guns are for safety. Knives 

are for kitchens. 

Multiple choice test: 

If knives and knife owners were government registered because they’re so sharp and 

deadly dangerous, accidents would drop, stabbings would drop, crime would drop. 

Yes. No. Don’t know. 

A government knife registry has a crime fighting component. 

Yes. No. Don’t know. 

Background checks and waiting/cooling-off periods for knives would reduce stabbings 

and knife-wielding muggings. 

Yes. No. Don’t know. 



Repeat for guns. 

You’re an adult, or at least you’re supposed to be, and act like one, as a functioning 

member of civil society. That level of competency was expected when the nation was 

founded, as a needed part of self governance. You’re expected to be sufficiently adult to 

handle all sorts of powerful and dangerous things, most of them much more often than 

guns, or voting. 

If you can’t, then maybe you shouldn’t be left out on your own. Think of all the harm you 

can do with kitchen knives. The enemies of Israel are showing that to us. Poison, cars, 

power tools, flammable liquids, matches in a forest. Maybe you’ve read lists of how 

exposed this nation is to attack by people without guns. 

Hey, before guns existed personal physical harm was done with blades of some sort. The 

world was a lot more bloody, ugly and dangerous in times of Caesar, Khan and Xena the 

Warrior Princess. Guns have actually tamed things down, for the average domestic street. 

It Can Be Measured 

Statistical arguments are frustrating. Both sides have numbers, they’re all developed from 

impeccable sources with Ph.D.s behind them—and they don’t match. In fact, if I tell you 

a stat is from Brady or the NRA, you already know what the numbers will show, and 

your beliefs about them are already in place. 

That said, no one disagrees that guns are used defensively without being fired far more 

often than with shots fired. A gun is mentioned, or presented, and a confrontation ends. 

There is general consensus that a gun is fired in only about 2% percent of self-defense 

incidents. Yet some people believe and fear guns are totally deadly. In self defense, 98% 

of the time guns are not deadly at all. Read that sentence again. Defensive gun uses 

(DGUs) occur between 700,000 and 2.5 million times annually (depending on whose 

figures you use). 



The final nail in the coffin on the dangerous-gun myth is that most people shot don’t die. 

I know, that’s a shocker, and terrible, and I’m not saying woundings are good by any 

stretch. Puhleeeze. It’s just that some people believe and fear America’s 300 million guns 

are completely and constantly deadly. Most people who suffer gunshots survive. 

You’ll start noticing it in “news” reports by listening closely to body counts (reported 

with abandon, which is abominable). Reporters continue to glorify the murderers with 

gratuitous and repetitious images and name recognition. That needs to end. 

### 

More articles in this series: 

 Gun Myths Just Keep Coming 

 America’s Real Gun Problem — The Progressive’s Gun Myths 

 The Loophole Australia and Junk-Gun Myths 

### 

Alan Korwin’s website features plain-English books on state and federal gun laws for the 

public, and more common sense like you just read. He invites you to write to him or see 

his work, at GunLaws.com, where you can get his 14 books, like After You Shoot, and 

DVDs that help keep you safe. 

Alan Korwin, Publisher, Bloomfield Press, “We publish the gun laws.” 

4848 E. Cactus, #505-440, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

602-996-4020 Phone, 602-494-0679 Fax, 1-800-707-4020 Orders 

http://www.gunlaws.com, alan@gunlaws.com 

Get our full-color catalog free, right now– 
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https://www.gunsamerica.com/blog/korwin-real-gun-problem-gun-myths/
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http://www.gunlaws.com/consult.htm
http://www.gunlaws.com/
http://www.gunlaws.com/AYS.htm
http://www.gunlaws.com/
mailto:alan@gunlaws.com


http://www.gunlaws.com/pdf/BPCatalog2013.pdf 

Call, write, fax or click for a free full-color catalog by mail 

“Don’t be a spectator in the struggle to preserve freedom.” 

 

  

http://www.gunlaws.com/pdf/BPCatalog2013.pdf
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Katie Couric’s Embarrassing Apology for 

Misrepresenting Gun Owners in Documentary 

by S.H. BLANNELBERRY on MAY 31, 2016 

 

 

Katie Couric (Photo: Today Show) 

Though she has taken “responsibility” for the “dramatic effect” in her documentary on 

the gun debate, Katie Couric has not received a pass from the pro-gun organization she 

admittedly misrepresented. 

The Virginia Citizens Defense League (VCDL) slammed the news anchor for once again 

“selectively” editing the group’s response to her questioning in the documentary, called, 

“Under the Gun.” 
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We’ll get to the latest details in a moment, but let’s back up and examine Couric’s 

apology for making VCDL members look speechless following a question she asked 

them on the ability of convicted felons and those on the terror watch list to legally obtain 

a gun. 

“As Executive Producer of ‘Under the Gun,’ a documentary film that explores the 

epidemic of gun violence, I take responsibility for a decision that misrepresented an 

exchange…” said Couric in a statement. “When I screened an early version of the film 

with the director, Stephanie Soechtig, I questioned her and the editor about the pause and 

was told that a ‘beat’ was added for, as she described it, ‘dramatic effect,’ to give the 

audience a moment to consider the question.” 

To recap, she and a producer deliberately added 8 seconds to the doc between the end of 

Couric’s question and the beginning of the VCDL member’s response, making it seem 

that the VCDL members were stunned or caught off guard or didn’t know how to answer 

the question — which certainly wasn’t the case. 

“When VCDL members recently pointed out that they had in fact immediately answered 

this question, I went back and reviewed it and agree that those eight seconds do not 

accurately represent their response,” she continued. 

VCDL called her out for that, and Couric had no choice but to own it. Well, sort of. An 

honest reading of her apology would suggest that she blames the director for the pause 

even though she signed off on it. 

To state the obvious, as a seasoned “journalist” with executive producer power over the 

editing process of the doc, Couric should have immediately demanded that filmmakers 

remove the pause. But she didn’t. Why? Hmmm. Maybe one has to start at the beginning 

and ask, did Couric really set out to make an honest film about guns in America? 

You, the reader, can draw your own conclusions. 

http://underthegunmovie.com/message-from-katie


Now, to get to the latest details. The VCDL is still not happy with Couric. Because below 

her written apology she included an edited transcript that cuts out much of what the 

members said during the exchange. 

“On the obscure web page where Katie buries her apology, there is a transcript of the 

response VCDL’s members gave to katie’s question,” notes the VCDL. “The problem is 

that the transcript stops only about one-quarter of the way into the response, clipping off 

the most relevant parts of the answer!” 

To be fair, editing or shortening one’s response to a question is a common practice in 

journalism — written, film and otherwise. In fact, this article is itself a compilation of 

shortened quotes from all the parties involved. That’s how it works. Readers, viewers, 

listeners don’t have the time to hear everything that is said. If journalists didn’t edit 

responses, a 500-word story would be a 5,000-word story, a 1.5-hour documentary would 

be a 10-hour documentary. So, yes, things have to be cut out. 

But the question is whether what’s being omitted — or what’s being added — unfairly 

characterizes or misrepresents the speaker. Hands down the addition of the dramatic 

pause misrepresented VCDL. The edited transcript Couric includes at the bottom of her 

apology, well, that’s a tougher call to make. It might be that it fairly — albeit 

incompletely — represented the VCDL’s position on the matter. 

While the gripe about the transcript might be untenable, the VCDL does make another 

cogent complaint. As it said, “If you ignore the twisting of gun-owner’s words by taking 

a comment out of context, KATIE STILL DOES NOT SAY SHE WILL FIX THE 

FILM!” 

“Instead somebody watching the film on cable will have no idea that there is an ‘apology’ 

buried on the film’s website for the unethical liberties Katie took with the VCDL 

members’ responses. Unless the actual responses are put back in the footage where she 

replaced them with silence, years from now, long after the so-called apology website is 

https://www.vcdl.org/


gone, this gun-control manifesto will be considered the correct version of events,” said 

the VCDL. 

Katie needs to fix the film. The VCDL is right about that. An apology isn’t enough. A 

new version — one without the pause — needs to be released if Couric wants to right this 

wrong. Even then, it may be a case of too little too late (plus, who knows what other 

errors and misrepresentations the film contains. Remember, where there is smoke, there 

is usually fire). 
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Thwarted by 'dysfunctional' Congress, vice president urges state and local actions 

By Brendan Kirby, LifeZette  

Grumbling that the Obama administration has done all it can to restrict gun ownership at 

the federal level, Vice President Joe Biden recently urged state and local officials to pick 
up the task of subverting the Second Amendment. 

Biden, who convened a conference of like-minded elected officials from the states 

Tuesday, griped about a “dysfunctional” Congress — a Congress he said will not accept 
the gun control agenda pushed by the administration — and said the most meaningful 
debate is outside of Washington. 
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U.S. Ends Arms Embargo with Vietnam, Claims China 

not a Factor 

by MAX SLOWIK on MAY 25, 2016 

 

 

U.S. President Barack Obama meets with Vietnam President Tran Dai Quang to end the 

arms embargo. (Photo: Washington Post/Reuters) 

In a bold move by the Obama administration, the President ended the arms embargo on 

Vietnam that has been in place for decades. The embargo is being lifted in at a time of 

increased tensions between the U.S. and China in military and economic sectors. 

U.S.-Vietnamese relations have been improving steadily in recent years and the 

Vietnamese economy is also doing very well. Ending the arms embargo will help 

Vietnam equip their forces at home and reduce their dependence on Russia for small 

arms. 
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When it comes to exports to Vietnam Obama said sales will be determined on a case-by-

case basis according to standard export practices. Any sales will be weighed against the 

state of Vietnamese human rights and other conditions before going through. 

“Sales will need to still meet strict requirements, including those related to human rights, 

but this change will ensure that Vietnam has access to the equipment it needs to defend 

itself,” said President Obama after meeting with Vietnamese President Tran Dai Quang, 

reports the BBC. 

The arms embargo against Vietnam was put into place in 1984 in an effort to improve 

human rights standards across the country. The administration maintains that this is not in 

response to worsening relations with China and is part of an agreement with Vietnam to 

purchase over 100 Boeing aircraft in a deal worth billions. 

Last week Chinese fighters intercepted an American reconnaissance plane flying over the 

South China Sea. According to Pentagon reports, the Chinese aircraft forced the 

American plane to move to a lower altitude by maneuvering above it at dangerous 

distances in international airspace. Chinese authorities defended the action, claiming 

sovereign authority of the airspace above several man-made islands in the South China 

Sea. 

China and Vietnam are no strangers when it comes to border disputes, and although both 

countries are technically Communist, they don’t see eye-to-eye when it comes to 

territories, especially islands in familiar waters. As with the U.S., China has butted heads 

with Vietnam over who owns what in the South China Sea. 

Chinese newspapers warn the U.S. not to turn Vietnam into a “regional tinderbox” amid 

stressful times. “Both [Vietnam and the U.S.] are clearly willing to let go of the lingering 

vestiges of war to complete the lengthy process of normalizing bilateral relations that 

started years ago,” writes the China Daily news. “But whatever common interests the two 

countries pursue, they should never compromise China’s national interests and threaten 

regional security.” 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-36356695
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-05/24/content_25437268.htm


“If you want to point to the possibility of tinderbox and possibly igniting something, I 

would caution China, as President Obama and others have, to not unilaterally move to 

reclamation activities and the militarization of the islands and areas that are part of the 

claims being contested today,” said Secretary of State John Kerry, reports the 

Washington Post. 

Beyond giving Vietnam more options when it comes to defense the decision is also likely 

to curb Russian exports in favor of American small arms. The Obama administration has 

specifically targeted Russian finance and small arms interests in reaction to Russia’s 

annexation of Crimea, part of Ukraine. 

In 2014, the administration placed sanctions against Russia blocking all Kalashnikov 

Concern imports to the U.S. The newly-formed Kalashnikov Concern holds several gun 

brands that were popular low-cost options in the U.S. including Saiga and Baikal. 

It’s possible that in the long run this could mean inexpensive imports from Vietnam as 

well, as their economy continues to grow. “This is the fastest-growing part of the world,” 

said the President.  
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New Jersey Denies Concealed Carry Permit to 

Lieutenant Colonel with Top Secret Clearance 

by JORDAN MICHAELS on MAY 26, 2016 
 

The state of New Jersey has denied a concealed carry permit to a Lieutenant Colonel who 

holds a Top Secret clearance and works at a U.S. Army arsenal that was recently the 

target of a terrorist attack. 

Lt. Col. Terry S. Russell of the United States Army applied for a concealed carry permit 

almost one year ago, according to the National Review. He was denied by Oceanport 

Police Chief Daniel W. Barcus because he failed to show “justifiable need,” despite the 

fact that, as Russell explained in his application, 

1) “service members, including family members, have been specifically targeted by 

radical extremist” groups; 

2) the U.S. military has “verified” that “ISIS has placed a significant emphasis to actively 

identify US military personnel”; and 

3) that Picatinny Arsenal itself (where Russell works) had been evacuated recently “due 

to the discovery of a dry run attempt to drive a Vehicle Borne Improved Explosive 

Device onto Post.” 

The Police Chief didn’t buy it. 
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“There are no specific threats or previous attacks on you,” Barcus wrote in his denial 

letter, and neither is there any “special danger to your life that cannot be avoided by 

means other than by issuance of a permit to carry a handgun.” 

Russell brought the case to court, where Superior Court Judge Joseph Oxley sided with 

Barcus. “Although there may have been threats received at the Picatinny Arsenal,” 

Monmouth County prosecutor Christopher J. Gramiccioni wrote, “none of these threats 

appear to specifically relate to this applicant — he is in no different position than any 

other person who is assigned to that facility.” 

If, as the National Review puts it, “a high-target military-arms expert” is not eligible for a 

concealed carry permit in New Jersey, who precisely is? The casual dismissal of the 

Oceanport Police Department and the narrow interpretation of “justifiable need” by the 

New Jersey Courts has effectively denied a U.S. service member his constitutional rights. 

This is precisely the kind of ruling New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie aimed to stop with his 

recent set of executive orders. The new policies change the language governing carry 

permits to allow New Jersey residents to obtain a permit if they can prove a “serious 

threat” to their person. The previous language forced citizens like Russell to prove 

“specific threats or previous attacks” before being approved. 

Under the new language, Russell has a much better chance of being granted a permit. His 

position as a Project Manager for the Army’s Small Arms Program exposes him to a 

serious threat of a terrorist attack, as does his Top Secret (TS) Sensitive Compartmented 

Information (SCI) clearance. 

But knowing New Jersey’s draconian gun laws and the propensity of state judges to 

uphold them, one can never really be certain. 

  



 
Thomas Jefferson wrote that "A bill of rights is what the people are entitled to against 

every government on earth, general or particular, and what no just government should 
refuse."   
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